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As always, I look forward to seeing all of
you.
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Fraternally,
Your Worshipful Master,
Joe Moses
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fect Ashlar, which can be used in building a structure.
As an EA, we are reminded of our personal “rough and imperfect” state and
of the need to gain education, understanding, and control of our many imThe Common Gavel
perfections. It is through reflection and
effort each Mason forms the foundation
and building of his personal temple.
Within the Lodge room, we learn of
Becoming a better Mason comes
three hammers, namely the common
through divesting our minds and congavel, the setting maul, and the gavel
sciences of the vices, habits, desires, and
held by the Worshipful Master. Each
has a special purpose and application in unnecessary wants so common in our
our ceremonies and rituals. Each carries youth. Each of these imperfections appears as a rough point on our character
both an operative and symbolic mesand the common gavel calls us to pay
sage.
due attention to them and smooth them
The gavel held by the WM is not a
away.
“common gavel”, but rather a “mallet”
While a “common” implement of the
used to preside at the meetings of the
Mason, the gavel is a constant reminder
Lodge and allows him to conduct its
of our need for self improvement and
business with decorum and harmony.
watchfulness. Perfection in conduct,
As the principal officer, the WM uses
his gavel to represent his authority and like that of a perfectly flat surface or
perfect stone, comes through work and
position. Through it we are taught to
constant vigilance. Placed in our hands
rise, sit, and finalize our business during the course of our labors. The many as EA’s, the gavel is a symbol of that
gavels seen at the annual convocations responsibility and opportunity to be
better men and Masons.
of Grand Lodge range in size and frequently are more “mauls” than gavels.
Their size would better suit them for
“setting” large stones, than governing a
meeting.
The “setting maul” carries great significance in our Third Degree and is a symbol of death. In ancient times this maul
was a heavy wooden hammer used to
“set” stones in the construction of buildings. Through its use, stones were hammered into place to close tolerances and,
if needed, small quantities of cement
used to unite them. In addition, mauls
were used to drive chisels and wedges
into stones, breaking them for the
builder’s use. The setting maul would
be a formidable weapon if used as such.
The “common gavel” is in fact a true
gavel. Its shape has a “gable” on one
end and a flat surface on the other. As
noted in the EA Degree, its purpose is
to break off the rough parts of stone,
found on the Rough Ashlar, and preparing it to become a finished stone or Per-
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Calendar of Events for August
Eye on Grand Lodge

Plano Lodge Events
November 3 - Stated Meeting
November 10 - TBD
November 17- TBD
November 24- TBD
See ya there!

The chuck wagon
November 3 November 10 -

Events for the Super-Mason

November 17 November 24 

Scottish Rite Valley of Dallas stated
meeting November 8..

Plano Order of Eastern Star #703



York Rite Dallas November 9.

November 21 - Stated Meeting



Hella Shrine.

Remember brethren, any wife daughter
or relative of a mason is eligible for
Eastern Star membership. Bring your
wife or daughter to a meeting this
month.



Plano Shrine Club meeting November 29

Scottish Rite
Announcement

Plano Rainbow Assembly #320
November 8 -

Stated Meeting

November 29 - Initiation

Get your daughter or grand-daughter
involved in Plano Rainbow

Around District 9


Adopt a Chair Program
ONLY 33 CHAIRS LEFT!!!
Remember a loved one forever, and help
grow the Plano Lodge Building Fund.
Chairs are $100.00 each.
New name tags are available at a special
price of $10.00 each.

Stated meetings in District 9 Thu. 11/3
Plano - 7 p.m.
Tue. 11/1
Lebanon - 7 p.m.
St. John’s - 7:30 p.m.
East Fork - 7:30 p.m.
Th. 11/10
Lee - 7:30 p.m.
Melissa - 7:30 p.m.
Empire - 8 p.m.
Mo. 11/14
Celina - 7 p.m.
Blue Ridge - 7:30 p.m.
Tu. 11/8
Allen - 7:30 p.m.
Tu. 11/15
Farmersville - 7:30 p.m.
Tu. 11/22
Princeton - 7:30p.m.

Contact Larry Kester for more info.
If you have suggestions or comments, email the editor; scott_wrs@comcast.net
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